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ANOTHER SUCESSFUL SCOTTISH TEA: 
The North Lanark Historical Society held its annual 

“SCOTTISH TEA” on Sunday January 22nd, 2012 at 

the Museum in Appleton.  Entertainment was provided 

by piper Martin Aller, keyboardist Larry Lunney, and 

fiddler Jim Evans. Delicious Scottish scones and 

shortbreads were enjoyed by all.  

A door prize gift basket was made up for the event by 

Jennifer Armstrong.  The door prize was won by 

Marguerite Evans, shown in the photo to the right.    

Special thanks to all participants and to our volunteers 

for their time and food. 

 

NLHS ANNUAL HERITAGE DINNER: 
The North Lanark Historical Society’s Annual Heritage Dinner was held on the evening 

of Friday February 17th, 2012 at the Almonte Legion. The guest speaker for the event 

was Brian Gallagher, who made an excellent presentation entitled “The Heritage of 

Power Generation” which highlighted the history of the Almonte electrical plant. The 

new power generating plant in Almonte has been named the Brian J. Gallagher 

Generating Station in his honor.   

   

 

 

 

(Photo of Brian at the Brian J. Gallagher 

Generating Station.)  

 

 

 

For the 

artifact 

of the 

month 

please 

visit: 

 

www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com  

http://www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/


HERITAGE WEEK DISPAY: 
A display of model pioneer fences was set 

up in the Canica Design Inc. window in 

downtown Almonte for Heritage Week. The 

models show the evolution of fences found 

in Lanark County from early times to the 

present.  Many of these fence styles can 

still be seen on the back roads of Lanark 

County.  A special thanks goes out to 

Leonard Lee, the Founder and President of 

Canica, for this display opportunity.   

 

 
CELEBRATING THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE: 
The first major event for our 2012 museum season will be an 

exhibit on Queen Elizabeth II.  Ascending to the throne on 

the death of her father, King George VI in 1952 and having 

her coronation in 1953, Queen Elizabeth is celebrating 60 

years as Queen of the United Kingdom and the 

Commonwealth.  She is now the second longest reigning 

monarch in British history.  This exhibit covers the Queen’s 

life including: childhood, marriage, coronation and three 

jubilees,  using photographs, memorabilia and publications. 

   

The official opening will be held on Sunday May 20, 2012 

from 2-4 pm and will feature a talk by Allan E. Jones, 

Chairman of the Ottawa Branch of the Monarchist League of 

Canada.  Light refreshments will be served following his presentation. The Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee exhibit will continue to run throughout May and June. 

 

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT:  
DIGITALLY PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE: 
The goal of the Oral History Project is to acquire and preserve the history of the Town of 

Mississippi Mills and area by recording the memories and knowledge of local 

community members.  Senior community members have a collective memory that 

cannot be found in the history books, archival sources or photographs.  Their memories 

will bring history to life and preserve it for future generations.  The project promises to 

be both fun and informative. Some interviews are already being arranged by our staff 

and volunteers.  Anyone interested in participating is encouraged to contact the North 

Lanark Historical Society or the museum.  This project was made possible by the 



support of the Government of Ontario through the Programs and Services Branch of the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 
The Annual General Meeting for the North Lanark Historical Society will be held in the 

Museum at Appleton on Wednesday June 6th, 2012 starting at 7:00PM. The program 

for the evening will feature a presentation of the Family History Projects by several 

Grade 6 students from Holy Name of Mary Catholic School in Almonte.  Ed Wilson, 

Brian Tackaberry, and George Stewart acted as judges. The selected winners move on 

to the regional Historica Fair in Perth on May 17, 2012. The local winners have been 

invited to attend our annual meeting to display their projects and share their research 

with us.  Refreshments will be served.  

 

ANNUAL STRAWBERRY SOCIAL:   
The annual Strawberry Social will be held on the grounds of the North Lanark Regional 

Museum in Appleton on Sunday June 24 from 1:30 to 4:00pm. Musical entertainment 

will be provided again this year by the Perth Citizens’ Band.  In existence since 1852, 

this band is Canada’s oldest continuous Town Band and has played at many functions 

in the Lanark County area over the years.  This year marks the 160th Anniversary of the 

Band.   

The Strawberry Social is held under tents on the lawn at the museum and will continue 

rain or shine.  Join us and enjoy this musical afternoon.  Tickets are $10, available at 

the museum, Baker Bob’s or from members of the Historical Society.   

Bring along your appetite!  
For more information call 613-257-8503.  

 
(Photo  courtesy of Perth Citizens’ Band) 



FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN: 
 

It’s an exciting time at the museum.  I am proud to announce our opening on Sunday 

May 20th at 2pm.  Our new exhibit, “Sharing in the Diamond Jubilee” celebrates Queen 

Elizabeth II’s sixtieth year as reigning monarch.  There will be no admission fees but 

donations will be greatly appreciated.  It is through your donations that we are able to 

collect, preserve and exhibit some of our unique artefacts. 

 

The museum is very fortunate to have a permanent part-time staff member – Sarah 

Bennett.  I am very impressed, as are all members of the executive, with her 

accomplishments and dedication to the museum.  She is Project Manager of the 

‘Digitizing the Past for the Future’ project.  This was made possible with the Museum 

and Technology Fund through the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture.  

 

Thanks to funding from Young Canada Works and Service Canada, we’re in the 

process of hiring summer students.  We appreciate this funding, because it allows us to 

staff the museum for the summer season.  

 

I wish to extend a sincere thank you to Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of 

Mississippi Mills for their continued financial support.  This assists the museum to cover 

most operating costs and allows the museum to focus fundraising initiatives on new 

projects. I invite you to visit the museum and to see this tremendous exhibit.  
 

 
Ed Wilson, President,  

North Lanark Historical Society 

 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY: 
 

Lloyd Command, former resident of Appleton passed away in hospital in New 

Westminster, B.C. with his family at his side, on Friday May 4th, 2012, in his 77th year.  

Loving husband of Carole and loved stepfather of  Donnie, Sandra (Ben)of Delta, B.C. 

and Gord (Kathy) of Guelph, Ontario.  Lloyd was predeceased by his step-daughter 

Nancy Darrah and his sister Helen Easson.  He was the brother of Eleanor Wright, 

Lorna McRae and Tony Command all of Appleton.  Deepest sympathy is extended to 

their families on behalf of the North Lanark Historical Society.   

 

 



 



 

INTRODUCING SARAH BENNETT: 
Hello everyone,  

My name is Sarah Bennett and I have been hired as the Technology Project 

Coordinator at the North Lanark Regional Museum. I’m very excited to be working in 

Appleton and I’d like to introduce myself. I live on a large dairy farm in Kemptville, 

Ontario. Growing up I was busy showing 4-H calves and sheep as well as playing 

hockey, soccer and piano. In high school I decided I wanted a museum career so during 

the summers of grades 11 and 12, I worked at the Smith Falls Railway Museum. Since 

then I have worked as a summer student at the Canada Agriculture Museum and the 

City of Ottawa Archives. 

In 2010, I graduated from Bishop’s University with my Honours in History and a 

Minor in French Language Studies. During my time at Bishop’s I played on the women’s 

hockey team and worked for a year at the Foreman Art Gallery on campus.  

In 2010-11 I completed my M.A. in History (Public History) at the University of 

Western Ontario. As part of my Masters I worked as a research assistant with the 

Curator at Fanshawe Pioneer Village, helped create a website for the JP Metras Sports 

Museum, and prepared a Historical Designation Application for the London Advisory 

Committee on Heritage. In place of a Thesis I completed a three month internship at the 

Canadian Museum of Civilization in the History Department. I continued at the museum 

on contract until February 2012. I am excited to meet the many volunteers and visitors 

at the museum and look forward to a wonderful year working with all of you. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   North Lanark Historical Society  

P. O. Box 218, Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0  
Annual Membership (Circle one)- Individual - $10.00 Family - $25.00  

(Circle one)  New   Renewal  

Name  __________________________________  

Address __________________________________  

_________________________________  

_________________________________  
Telephone _______________________________  

E-Mail __________________________________  
Donations to the Society may be combined with the membership fee. Both the 

membership fee and donations are eligible for a Tax Deductible Charitable 

Receipt. If mailing, please make payment by cheque to the North Lanark 

Historical Society and mail to the address above. Thank you for your support. 


